
Welcome to St. 
Joseph Parish! 

818 N. East Avenue 
Waukesha, Wisconsin 53186 
Parish Office: 262-542-2589 



 St. Joseph Parish           2 



 Parish Office: 262-542-2589         3 

Dear Friend,  
 
Welcome to St. Joseph Parish. Everyone 
who joins a parish adds a little bit of 
themselves to this great endeavor. We are 
richer by your presence here. I invite you 
to be active not only in worship but in the 
many ways a parish reaches out to others.  
 
This parish community is sustained by 
each member actively contributing 
financially in support of the ministry and getting involved 
in whatever ways you are able. Please volunteer early 
and often, then the experience of the parish will be 
rewarding. This booklet outlines many of the 
organizations and opportunities available. Feel free to 
contact any organization or the parish office for more 
details. 
 
Our parish staff is always happy to answer any questions 
you might have about our programs and  
St. Josephôs. Please feel free to call us at 262-542-2589. 
 
ñMay God who has begun the good work in you bring it to 
completionò 
 
Peace, 

Fr. Bill Key 
 

Welcome  
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 We are life-affirming, faithful disciples of 
the Lord Jesus, in the culturally ï diverse and 
historic St. Joseph Catholic Parish. We are 
impelled by our Baptism to be a penetrating 
presence in the heart of our city. As a prophetic 
people, we address human needs, create a 
community where all are accepted and serve 
as a channel of Jesusô healing and forgiveness. 

Mission Statement 
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History of Parish 
In 1842, Fr. Martin Kundig, founder of St. Joseph Church, said Mass in a log 
house on East Avenue and Main Street on land donated to the Catholics by 
Solomon Juneau founder of Milwaukee. Fr. Kundig was a zealous missionary 
priest from Switzerland who laid groundwork for St. Joseph Catholic Church in 
Waukesha. 

Work began on their own stone church around 1847, and was completed in 
1849. As the story was told, Fr. Kundigôs parish took in a large area and he was 
too poor to keep a horse. At services on Sunday morning, when there was 
much illness in the parish, he asked his congregation to be patient. He would 
see them as fast as he could, although the distances were great and he had to 
walk. After services, several young women agreed to set aside enough money 
from their small earnings to buy Fr. Kundig a horse. This was a great sacrifice in 
as much as 50 cents a week was placed into a parish fund. 

The present St. Joseph Church, an imposing stone building in the Gothic style, 
was built between 1888 and 1890 at a cost of $43,787, including the 
furnishings. The old stone church just north of it was converted into a parish 
hall. 

In 1902, the old stone rectory was replaced by a frame building. In 1917, a 
school was erected around the parish hall. The convent to the south of the 
rectory was remodeled and enlarged. 

In 1914, John Paradise converted lighting in the church from gas to electricity.  

St. Joseph Parish has taken the leadership in providing spaces for church 
worship and educational facilities for Waukeshaôs growing Catholic population. 
In 1949 Catholic Memorial High School was opened on a 30-acre site purchased 
in 1944 for $50,000.  

There was much excitement at the St. Joseph Organ Dedication Recital on 

September 23, 1988, followed by a Mass of Thanksgiving for the Church 
Rededication on September 25, 1988, celebrating its 100 years of worship. 

Since that time the parish has had pastors Fr. Ron Gramza, Fr. John Brophy, Fr. 
Michael Michalski, and Fr. Bill Key. The Franciscan Sisters of the Christian 
Charity were recently withdrawn from the parish after 123 years of service.  

Our parish is known as ñthe Church of Second Chancesò and has over 1400 
registered families. 
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Parish Campus 
St. Josephôs Church building was built of stone in the Gothic style 
in 1888, with renovations in 1966 and 1985. The main altar is 
hand carved wood, dating back to 1892. The Shrines of the 
Sacred Heart and Our Lady of Guadalupe were hand carved in 
Oberamergau, Germany. 

The building to the north of the church is the site of the original 
1847 church. St. Joseph Medical/Dental Clinic occupies part of the 
building and was started in 1977 to provide acute medical and 
dental care to all that qualify.  

The building connected to the clinic had been the 1917 school, 
which is now used as the Parish Activity Center (PAC). 

The WCSS Middle School building was constructed in 1958 and is 
located directly behind the Parish Activity Center and Chapel. 

The Parish Office Building was recently remodeled in 1999 from 
the original convent, which dates back to 1895.  

In 2007 the church, chapel, middle school and the parish office 
were all re-roofed.  
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Office Information  
 Hours ................................ .................  Mon.-Fri., 8:30 am-4:30 pm 
 Phone ................................ ................................ . (262) 542-2589 
 Fax ................................ ................................ .....  (262) 542-2570 
 Website ................................ .............. www.stjosephwaukesha.org 
 Email ................................ ..........................  stjoseph@archmil.org 
 
Parish Staff  

Pastor 
 Fr. Bill Key ................................ ................................ ......  Ext. 108 

Pastoral Associate 
 Gabriela Caballero Moersfelder ................................ ........  Ext. 208 

Director of Administrative Services 
 Steve Banas ................................ ................................ ... Ext. 107 

Administrative Assistant 
 Wanda Roth ................................ ................................ ... Ext. 100 

Religious Education Coordinator-Spanish 
 Diana Banda-Martinez ................................ .....................  Ext. 110 

Lifelong Faith Formation 
 Ruth Weiss ................................ ................................ .....  Ext. 211 

Director of Music 
 Karen Dewey ................................ ................................ .. Ext. 105 

Deacon 
 Jorge Benavente ................................ ..................  (414) 769-3393 
 Aristeo Ortiz ................................ ........................  (262) 518-8756 
 Antonio Palacios ................................ ..................  (262) 513-9058 

WCSS Middle School  ................................ ....................  (262) 896-2930 
 Kathy Rempe, Principal ................................ ...................  Ext. 303 

Parish Council President 
 Jenny Quinn ................................ ................  jennyq34@gmail.com 

Society of St. Vincent De Paul ................................ ..................  Ext. 207 

Parish Contacts 
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Liturgical Ministries 
Parishioners of St. Josephôs Church are invited to take an active part in the celebration 
of the Eucharist by sharing their time and talent as a lay minister trained in one or 
more of the following areas:  

Altar Servers  
Parishioners trained to serve the worshipping community and presider during mass. 
Adults and students (at least in 5 th grade) can serve in this ministry.  

Eucharistic Ministers  
Parishioners trained to serve the worshipping community through the distribution of 
the Eucharist during communion. Adults can serve in this ministry.  

Cup Ministers  
Parishioners trained to serve the worshiping community through the distribution of the 
consecrated wine during communion. Adults can serve in this ministry. 

Ushers  
Ushers are responsible for welcoming the faith community as it gathers as one to 
celebrate Mass. They help to seat the congregation, collect the offerings and distribute 
bulletins. 

Lectors  
Lectors proclaim the Word of God to the community. They foster the parishioners in 
hearing and understanding of Godôs word. 

Ministers of the Eucharist to the Homebound and Hospitalized  
Parishioners trained to distribute the Eucharist and the Word of God to the members 
of our church community that are unable to join us at the table.  

Worship Music Minister  
Parishioners willing to share their gift of music and assist the community to pray better 
through song. St. Joeôs has an English Choir, Spanish Choir, Funeral Choir and Cantors, 
as well as opportunities for instrumentalists to take part in Celebrations.  

For more information contact the office of the Director of Music and Organist at 262 -
542-2589 Ext. 105. 
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Sacraments 
Baptism  
Baptisms are celebrated in Spanish the first Saturday and Sunday of the month 
and in English the second Sunday of the month. Baptism Preparation Class and 
Parish Membership are required. Call the Parish Office to register. 

First Communion/Reconciliation  
Contact the Child Ministry Director for information about First Communion 
preparation, which includes preparation for the sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Classes begin in fall, with celebration of First Communion in May. Two years of 
preparation are required. 

Confirmation  
Contact the Director of Religious Education for information about Confirmation 
preparation for youth. Contact the Pastoral Associate for information about 
Confirmation for adults.  

Marriage  
Marriage preparation requires that the parish priest be notified at least six 
months prior to the anticipated wedding date. At least one of the parties must 
be a registered member of our Parish and a practicing Catholic. 

Reconciliation  
Available on Saturdays from 9:00 ï 10:00 a.m. and by appointment.  

Eucharist to the Homebound  
Lay ministers take communion to those unable to attend Mass. If interested in 
receiving communion, contact the Parish office Contact the Pastoral Associate. 

Anointing of the Sick  
The Sacrament of the Sick is offered following the 4:30 p.m. Mass every first 
Saturday of the month . Contact the Pastor to make special arrangements for 
this sacrament. 

Vocations for Religious Life  
Priest, Deaconate, and other religious order contact the Pastor. 
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The Adult Ministry Office is responsible for developing and presenting spiritual 
formation programs for adults eighteen years of age or older. Our programs include:  

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)  
The RCIA is the process of welcoming adults into the Roman Catholic Church. This 
process of full initiation meets the needs of men and women who are not baptized, 
baptized in another Christian church, or baptized in the Roman Catholic Church, but 
never received Communion and Confirmation. 

Adult Confirmation  
Adults who were baptized and received their first communion can complete their 
initiation into the Church by attending confirmation classes. Fall and spring programs 
are offered (Reference Page 10). 

Bible Study  
These classes meet once a week to study Godôs revelation of Himself in the Hebrew 
scripture and the New Testament. 

Spiritual Growth Resources and Information  
In addition to the ongoing programs, the Adult Ministry Office serves as a resource for 
additional specialized spiritual development opportunities such as: 

Marriage Enrichment 

Retreats 

Counseling Referrals 

Archdiocesan Educational Programs 

For more information contact the 
Pastoral Associate at 542-2589, 
x208. 

Adult Ministry 
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Lifelong Faith Formation 
The mission of catechesis is communion with Jesus Christ. Catechesis 
leads people to enter the mystery of Christ, to encounter him, and to 
discover themselves and the meaning of their lives in him. (National 
Directory for Catechesis, no. 19B) 

It is important to remember that Parents, catechists, and our community 
pass on our Catholic faith. We help each other to better see how Christ is 
present in our minds. 

Though simple, daily and weekly activities like grace before meals and 
participating in Sunday mass, parents fulfill their role as the primary 
catechist for their children.  

Generations of Faith  emphasizes lifelong faith formation. Children, 
teens, and adults come 
together for a once a month 
session from September to May 
after the 9:30 am mass. Our 
faith community passes on our 
Catholic traditions and beliefs 
w h e n e v e r  w e  g a t h e r. 
Participation at mass is an 
important part of faith 
formation.  

Generations of Faith in 
Spanish  is held twice a month 
on Sunday mornings from 9:45-
11:45 a.m. 

For more information contact the 
Director of Lifelong Faith 
Formation at 542-2589 extension 
211. 
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Young Adult Programs 
Sacramental Preparation  
Sessions are held at an alternative time. Families are also expected to 
attend the Generations of Faith sessions. St Joseph and St. William 
collaborate in the preparation of teens for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

Summer Work Camp  
The primary goal of this camp is the spiritual growth of teens. As the 
ultimate expression of Christian Service, camps offer a fun, challenging, 
faith-building adventure opportunity to perform hands -on home repair 
projects for people in need in the Waukesha County. The repairs are the 
kinds of projects that a team of youth can manage under the supervision 
of adults. The camp is in early August and is held at Catholic Memorial 
High School. 

You are invited to come! 
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The choir practices weekly and sings at the 12:15 p.m. Spanish Mass. 

The Charismatic Prayer Group meets weekly in the chapel and also 
provides days of retreats for the Hispanic community.  

The Guadalupe Society , dedicated to Our Lady of Guadalupe, offers 
social and spiritual activities. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe celebration, sponsored by the Mexican Community, 
is usually held on the second Saturday of December. 

La Purísima Concepción de María (Immaculate Conception) is usually 
celebrated the first Sunday of December, sponsored by the Nicaraguan 
community. 

San Juan Bautista (St. John the Baptist), a celebration sponsored by the 
Puerto Rican and Caribbean community, is usually the last Sunday of June. 

The Sewing Group mends and sews for the needy and also instructs 
those who want to learn to sew.  

Jail Ministry provides prayer, Bible study, spiritual support and outreach 
to prisoners and their families.  

Youth Group ñSanta Cruzò: Open to Hispanic youth 15 years and older 
with the goal of service and spiritual development.  

Hispanic Groups / Activities 
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Administrative Services  
Make recommendations to the Parish Council concerning all aspects of financial 
matters and upkeep of the facilities. Minimum membership in this committee includes 
the Pastor, the two Parish trustees, a representative from the Executive Committee 
and representatives from the subcommittees of the Administrative Service Standing 
Committee (Buildings and Grounds, Finance, Personnel and Stewardship). This 
Standing committee is the coordinating body for its subcommittees as mentioned 
above. 

Buildings and Grounds  
Members of the committee are entrusted with the responsibility for the upkeep 
and maintenance of all Parish property. 

Executive  
Plans the agenda for each parish council meeting. 

Finance  
Is responsible for overseeing the financial condition of the Parish. 

Stewardship  
Helps parishioners become aware that everyone is a steward and has talents to 
share with the parish family.  

Strategic Planning  
Assist the Parish Council in long-range planning. It does this by researching, 
making recommendations, assisting and evaluating. 

 

Christian Formation  
Has the responsibility for promoting the educational/formation aspects of the Churchôs 
mission. This includes, but is not limited to, sacramental preparation and ministry to 
adults, youth and children.  

Hispanic  
Works in coordination with the Hispanic Ministry to provide services and vision for the 
Hispanic community and the Parish. 

Human Concerns  
Discerns and addresses the needs of the parishioners and the wider community, 
especially the poor. The four primary categories are direct service, justice education, 
advocacy and empowerment. 

Worship  
Nourishes and gives direction to the liturgical aspect of parish life by ensuring all are 
provided with opportunities to participate.  

Parish Council Standing Committees 
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Human Concerns 
The Human Concerns Committee of St. Joseph Parish is responsible for 
discerning the needs of people in the parish and the wider community ï 
especially the poor- and identifies resources to meet those needs enlisting 
the active cooperation of parish members. This standing committee of the 
parish council touches the lives of many through our efforts. These include 
but are not limited to:  

Building Bridges : 
We are committed to celebrating the diversity within our parish. This 
commitment means that we will provide financial and volunteer support to 
activities that promote the full participation of all members into the life of 
St. Joseph Parish. 

Learning and Living our Faith Through Catholic Social Teaching : 
Through education, prayer, and reflection at our monthly meetings, the 
committee embraces the social justice tradition of the Catholic Church and 
strives to raise parishioner awareness of it. 

Related Parish Ministries : 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Issues on Health and Aging 

Respect Life 

Loaves and Fishes Meal Program 

Mission Group 

Outreach through financial support to : 
St. Joeôs Medical and Dental Clinic 

Cooperating Congregations of Waukesha County 

Interfaith Caregiving Network  

Hebron House and Sienna House 
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Activities 
Bowling : 
Meets monthly.  

Cub and Boy Scouts : 
For any boy in the parish age 8 
to 18. 

Christian Women : 
Open to all women in the 
parish. Monthly meetings on 
the second Sunday after 8:00 
a.m. Mass. Rosary recited prior 
to Mass. 

Holy Name : 
Open to all men in the parish. 
Monthly meetings on the 
second Sunday of every month 
after 8:00 a.m. Mass 

Serra Group : 
Open to all men and woman of 
the parish to help promote 
vocations. 

Softball : 
The parish has a team that 
plays in the City of Waukesha 
League. 

Quilting Group : 
Meets once a week and 
donates all the quilts. 

Sheepshead Group : 
Meets Tuesdays for men and 
women. 


